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Technical Analysis
As allowed under section 9212 of the California Elections Code, on 
May 19, 2015, the Carlsbad City Council ordered a comprehensive analysis 
of the proposed plan. The purpose of the analysis was to provide the public 
and the city with an impartial planning, policy, economic and environmental 
review of the plan focusing on whether or not it met city standards.

Land Use
The plan was evaluated for compliance with existing land use laws. Some do not apply to the plan, such as the 

“housing element.” Others will be evaluated at a later time by the California Coastal Commission. For all other areas, the 
plan complies with city laws.

Growth Management Standards
Carlsbad’s Growth Management Program has guided growth and development since 1986, when it was authorized by 
voters. The plan sets standards to make sure Carlsbad has enough parks, libraries, roads, open space and important 
services to ensure an excellent quality of life for residents. 

The Agua Hedionda South Shore Specific Plan was analyzed against each of the 11 performance standards of the 
city’s Growth Management Program. The analysis found the Agua Hedionda Plan meets or exceeds 10 of the 11 
performance standards. The Growth Management Program traffic standards will not be met in the future, regardless 
of whether or not Measure A is approved.  This is due to projected regional traffic increases.
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Regional Growth (2014-2035) Speci�c Plan Tra�c

Traffic From Plan Compared to Other Traffic
This chart shows the amount of added traffic generated by the plan compared to the amount of added traffic anticipated from 
regional growth at eight intersections where growth management standards are not met.
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Red Light Wait Times
As part of the plan, the developer is required to pay for improvements to traffic signals at the eight intersections where growth 
managements standards would not be met in 2035. With these improvements, traffic delays would be less than if the plan and the 
associated improvements did not happen.

Traffic Findings
By 2035, the plan would not meet the city’s Growth Management Program standard for “circulation” in eight intersections. These intersections will not meet this standard regardless of whether or not the plan is implemented. This is due primarily to 
projected traffic growth outside of Carlsbad that would affect city streets and intersections. Under the plan, the developer would be required to pay for and make improvements to roads, intersections and traffic signals. These improvements would result 
in less future traffic congestion than if the plan were not implemented.

Complies Fails to Comply Other

General Plan

Housing Element

Draft General Plan (2014)

Draft Climate Action Plan (2014)

Zoning Ordinance

California Coastal Act*

Agua Hedionda Land Use Plan*

 Compliance With City Laws

*California Coastal Commission responsible for determining consistency.
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